BEFORE THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Matter o the Revocatlon

ot Suspension of the Teaching ORDER OF

Certification of Timothy L. Brumit PERMANENT REVOCATION

Certificate 191953
SUMMARY QF THE CASE

The South Carolina State Board of Education (Stake Board)] considered
this rmatter on Aprl 9, 2008. In accordance with 5.C. Code Ann § 1-23-
370(c)( 2004, the State Board summarily suspended the educator certificate
of Timothy L. Brumit on February 13, 2008, based cn allegations of
unprofessional conduct as a result of Mro Brumit's arrest on January &4,
2008, on charges of violating Title 18, United States Code, Sectien 2122(h],
Enticement and Coe~cion of a Minor, and Title 18, United States Code,
Section 2252{A)a)(1), Transportebon of Child Pormography as a result of an
undercaver investigation oy the FBI, The State Beard found that due to the
serious nature of the allegations of misconduct against hirt, Mr. Brumit posed
& threat to the public health, safoty and welfare of his students Lexington
County School District Three (District] immediately placed Mr, Brumit on
administrative lzave following his arrest. On March 11, 2008, the District
terminated ¥, Brumit's empoyment,

On March 13, 2008, Mr. Brumit, who was represented by an attomey,
plead guilty in Lhe Uniled Stabes Dislricl Courk for the Baslern Dislricl of
Virginia to Count One of the indictment charging Mr. Brumic with Coercian
and Enticement of & Minor, in viclation of Title 18, United States Code,
Section 2422(b). Mr. Brumit further plead guilty to Count Two of the
indictment charg’'ng the defendant with Transportatian of Child Pernography,
in wviolation of Title 18, United States Code Section 22E52{A)(a)(1). Afer
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considering the evidence presented, the State Board woted to permanently

revoke Mr. Brumit's educator certificate 194553, effective April 5, 2008.

FINDIMNGS OF FACT

Mr. Brumit holds a valid South Carolina educator certificate and has
over eight wears of tegching experience. He had been employed as an English
teacher by Lexington School District Three (District) at Batesburg Leesville
High Schoal prier to his terminaticn by tne District on March 11, 20035,

In January 2008, Mr. Brumit contacted an undercover police officer,
via an InZernet chat room, who was posing as a thirteen year old boy. They
engaged in wvarious “Google Hello® and "Yahoo Instant Messenger” chat
se5sions over a three wesk period.  During these sessions, Mr., Brumit
transmitked over 590 still images depicting boys engaged in sexually explicit
conduct and approximately 57 videos of child pornography. Mr. Brumit
discussec how thay could meet and heve sex in a motel room. Mr. Brumit
wrote that he would drive to Stafford, Wirginia to pick up the alleged thirteen
vear old boy. Mr. Brumit also suggested that the alleged thirteen year old
boy run 2way to live with Mr. Brumit in South Caroling.

On January 24, 2003, fedesal agents searched Mr. Brumit's Aiken
South Caraling residence and scized cwvidence relating to Mr. Brumit's
mlsconduct. A foronsic oxamination of Mr. Brumit's desktop computor
revealed Mr. Brumit had recewed approximately 44,000 stll images and at
least €00 videos of child porhography. The delictions range from lasciviaus
and suggestive posing to sadistic and masochistic, or otherwise viclent
depictions of sexuzl conduct invelving prepubescent and edult males. Mr.
Brumit shipped and transparted these images in interstate or foreign
commerce by warious means, including by compukter kransmission and/or
were stored on or produced using materials that hac traveled in interstate of

foreign commerce. Mr. Brumit’'s communications travelled, via the Internet,
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across state lines from his home compuker in Aiken, South Carolina to an
alleged thirteen year old victim's computer in the Easterr District of Yirginia.
“ir, Brumit ennaged in the conduct outlired abowve  knowingly and
intertionally and not by accident or mistake.

On January 24, 2008, Mr. Brumit was arrested in Aiken South Caralina
and charged with violating Title 12, United States Code, Seoction 242200,
Enticcment and Cocrcion of @ Miror, and Title 18, United States Code Section
22522} 1y, Transportation of Child Pornography. The Dislricl immediabely
placed Mr. Brumit on administrative leave, On Febroary 13, 2008, in
accordance with 5.0, Code Ann, B 1-23-370(e)(2004), the State Boarc found
that due to Mr. Brum't's arrest and the serious nature of the allegations of
misconduct against him, Mr. Brumit posed a threat to the public nealth,
safety and welfare of studenZs and that ermergency action was roequircd to
sumrmmarily suspend Mr. Brumit's educator certificate. On March 7, 2008, the
Department sent notice to Mr. Brumit of the summary suspension, as well as
the possible suspension or revocation of his cducater cortificabe and a notice
af hearing by cortified mail, return receipt requested, delivery restricted o
addresses, Mr. Brumit recelived the notice, &5 evidencad by a postal receipt
bearing his signature, dated March 10, 2008, Mr. Brumit did not request a
hearing within the time pericd specified in the letter and is in default On
March 11, 2008, the District terminated Mr. Brumit’s employment,

On March 13, 2008, Mr. Brumit, who was represented by an attorney,
plead guilty in the United States Dist-ict Court for the Eastern District of
Virginia to Count One of the indictrment charging Mr. Brumit with Cocrcion
and Enticement of @ Mincer, In viclation of Title 18, United States Code,
Secton 2422k} are Count Twoe of the indictment charging him witk
Transpaortation of Child Pornegraphy, 1n violatlon of Titdle 18, Unlted Stares
Code Section 22528{a)(1]. In the Plea Agreement, Mr. Brumit admirted to
the facts sel forth in the statement of facts filed with the Flea Agreament and
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agreed that those facts established guilt of the offenses charged beyond a

reasocnable doubt.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

"The South Carolina Bocard of Education may, for just cause, either
revoke or =uspend the certificate of any person.” S.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-
150 {2004). Just cause includes unprofessional conduck, crime against the
law of this State or the United States, immorality, and evident unfitness far
pasition for which employec, S.C Code Ana, § 59-25-160 (2004); 24 5.0
Code Ann, Regs, 43-38 {Supp. 20046). Pursuant to 5.2, Code Ann, §589-25-
280 (A) (Supp. 2007, the State Board pearmanenty revokes The adicator
certificate of Timothy L. Brum't as the result of his gailty plea on March 13,
A008 in the United States District Courl for the Eastern Districl of Mirginia Lo
Count One of the indictment charging Mr. Brumit witk Coercien and
Enticement of a Minor, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section
2422(b) and Count Two of the indictment charging him with Transporzation
of Child Pornagraphy, in wiolation of Ticle 18, United States Code Scection
22524023 1), Pursuant to 5.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-28C (A) (2) and {3} {(Supp.
2007], the State Bozrd shall revoke the certificate without hearing if the
cducater pleads guilty te a criminal offgnse pursuant te federal law that is
similar in nature to cartaln South Caroling offenses related to obscenity,
materal harmful to minors, child exploitation and other similar crimes, The
State Board finds Lhal sufficienl evidenece exisls Lo supporl the conclusion
that just ceuse exists Lo permanestly revode the educator cettiflcate of
Timothy L Brumit as a result of his guilty plea tw the federal criminal
offenses listed herein that are similac In nature to crimes listed In §5%-25-
280 (AaY (2% {(Supp. 2007, Pursuant to 5.C. Code Ann. § 59-25-280 (B)

(Supp. 2007}, a school district may not employ an educater in any capacity
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whose South Carclina certificate is revoked pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. § 59-
25-280(A) [Suop. 2007).

It is therefore, ordered, that the educator certificate of Timothy L.
Brumit, cortificate 194953 is heraby permanently revoked, The permanent
rewvocation of Mr. Brumit's cducator certificate 194953 shall be reported ko
the MASDTEC Clearinghouse and all Sculk Caroling school districks within
thiry days from the date of this order.

AND IT IS S0 ORDERED.

South CaroligenState foard of Education

Columbia, South Carolina
April 9, 2008



